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Lowering Your Medicare Costs:
Extra Help & Medicare Savings Programs

Did you know that there are special programs available for qualified Medicare 
beneficiaries to help pay for prescriptions, monthly Medicare and Prescription Drug Plan premiums, and various deductibles and co-pays?

· Extra Help, also known as, the Part D Low-Income Subsidy:
Every year, many individuals find that covering the out-of-pocket costs of prescription drugs is too much for a limited income. If you meet certain income and resource limits, you may qualify for the Extra Help program. Also known as the Part D Low-Income Subsidy (LIS), Extra Help is a federal program offered through the Social Security Administration (SSA). You may be eligible for the Extra Help program if your monthly income is below $1,699 and your assets are below $15,160. The program pays the costs of Medicare prescription drug coverage including copays, premiums, and deductibles.

· Medicare Savings Programs:
If you are struggling to pay for your Medicare and have limited income and resources, you may qualify for one of the Medicare Savings Program. Medicare and the state Medicaid program provide assistance with paying your Medicare premiums, deductibles, coinsurance, and copayments through several different programs.  Qualifying for this program is also based on your income and assets. 

It is important to understand your Medicare coverage choices and to pick your coverage carefully. Beneficiaries can apply for these special benefits themselves, online or with a paper application, why not let a trained SHINE Counselor assist you to understand these benefits and assist you with the application process? 

To talk to a SHINE Medicare Counselor,
call the Elder Helpline at 866-467-4624
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