Medicare Moments 
presented by Advantage Aging Solutions
and SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders)

Original Medicare or a Medicare Advantage Plan-
Which is Better? 

Did you know that neither form of Medicare coverage is better than the other; 
they are just different, depending on your healthcare needs and priorities.

COSTS: 
· Original Medicare: Part A is generally premium-free. In 2023, Part B has a $164.90 monthly premium. 
· Advantage Plans: Cost sharing varies by plan.  Additional premiums cost as little as $0.  Co-payments for in-network care.

SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE:
· Original Medicare Only: Able to buy Medigap supplement insurance to cover 20% co-insurance fees
· Advantage Plans: None

ACCESS TO PHYSICIANS AND OTHER PROVIDERS: 
· Original Medicare: Can see any Provider that accepts Medicare
· Advantage Plans: Usually can only see “in-network” Providers

PHYSICIAN REFERRALS:
· Original Medicare: Do not need a referral to see a specialist
· Advantage Plans: Referrals are usually needed

DRUG COVERAGE:
· Original Medicare: Required to sign up for a stand-alone Prescription Drug plan (Part D)
· Advantage Plans: Most Advantage Plans provide prescription drug coverage

OTHER BENEFITS:
· Original Medicare: Offers no extra benefits.
· Advantage Plans Only: Many offer vision, dental, and hearing, plus other benefits.

OUT-OF-POCKET LIMITS:
· Original Medicare: No limits on out of pocket costs
· Advantage Plans: Annual out-of-pocket limit

It is important to understand your Medicare coverage choices and to pick your coverage carefully.  Let a trained SHINE Counselor assist you to understand your Medicare options so you can choose what benefits are right for you 

To talk to a SHINE Medicare Counselor, call the Elder Helpline at 866-467-4624       
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